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HELPING  OUH  4>-H  CLUB  TO  ORGMiZS 

‘  '■  A  radi’o'  talk  by'  Edwin  Lpwe,  dub  boy,.  Norwick,."  Go iTiiecti cut ,  '"deli vere‘d; in 
the  4~H  club  period  of  the  National  Earm  and  Home  Hbdr,  Saturday,  Janiiary  7^1933, 
broadca.st  by  a  network  of  58  associa.te  NBC  radio  statiohs. 


■  Some  five<!  yeiaf  s  ago  my  attention  was  called- forcibly  to  the  work  of  the  4-H 
dub  by' bn- olfler 'brother,  -who  was  then  a  member,'  winning  ribbons  and  prizes,  '_en~ 
tering  judging  contests  and  winning  trips  aro'und  the  country*,  not  to  mention 
telling  me  from  morning  till  ni^t  how  to  raise  chickens  properly.  Competition 
•  between  'brothers  is  -sometimes  keen,  you’ know,  ‘  An  ambition  was  bom  ri^t  then,  to 
be  a  bigger  and  better  ' 4>--H  worker  'than  even  he, 

In  due^  course  of  time  I  became  on  active' member ,  I  have  given  qp'ite  a 
naraber  of  pablic  demonstrations,  exiaibited  garden  products,  handicraft' and  poul¬ 
try,  and  ha.ve  won  many  prizes  in  my  locality.  Desiring  to  see  cl'ab  work  avail- 
nbl'e  t®  mcro  youhg" people,  two  years  ago  I  bedO'^^® ' b,'  '^lub  leader,  ' 

Living  near  a- small  rural  school,  I  entered  into  the  gomes  during  the  noon 
hours  and  between  tines  'casnally  talked  of  4-H  club  work  good  times,  etc',,  to  see 
if  enough  v/ere  interested  to  form  a,  dub.  The  children  .all  seemed  in  favor  of  a 
garden  dub.  The  h  ext  "insert  arit  ’  et-ep  was  to  enlist  the  parents*  interest  .in,  snch 
a -plan, '  for  their  cooperation 'id  very  important  to  successful  club  \drk,  and  a. 
good  way  to  obtain  this  is  to -visit  the  homes  of  prospective  members,  ,Th'e  teapher 
of  the  ■  school  gave  us  the  Na.ture  Studj^  period  twice  a  month  for '  our  "meetings  ■which 
were  held  in  the  'schoolroom  dth  the  County  Club  Agent  attending  whenever  he  could 
fo  so,  ALthou^  this  club  was  organized  at  the  school,  most  4-H  clubs  in  Connect¬ 
icut  are  organized  at  the  home  of  the  local  leader  or  some  member,  .  .. 

*  *  .  .  ..  ■  •  »  V, 

■  vTn en  organizing  a  4-H  club  it  is  desirable  to  review  the  club  requ.i'fements 
to  make  safe  'that  evefy  prospective  mmber  understands,  dlat.  i s  expected  of  Him,. 

It  is  icpiortant,  too,  that  the  member  she'd d  have  a  reas'onabl e.  chance  of  saCcess 
■with  his  hone  project,  A  home  visit  .and  conference  with  the  . parents  help  with,  . 
these  points,  •  '  '  -  ' 

The  election  of  officers  is  the  firs't  step  in  any  club,  ’7e  tried,  of 
course,  to  select  those  best  fitted  for  the  offices.  The  president  sliodd  be  the 
one  with  the  most  "pep",  who  exerts  the  greatest  influence  on  the  members,  and  is 
most  able  to  conduct  the  meetings  in  an  orderly  manner.  The  vice-president  should 
be  a  good  understudy  for  the  president.  The  secretary  shonld  write  cleanly  and  be 
dependable,  as  good  records  are  very  important  in  club  work.  In  our  Connecticat 
4-H  clubs  ■fche  treasurer* s  office  is  frequently  combined  with  that  of  the  secretary. 

The  news  reporter  is  another  essential;  in  a  successful  dub.  He  is  chosen 
by  the  members  and  his  job  is  to  give  proper  publicity  in  the  local  newspap^ers  to 
the  work  being  done  by  the  club  and  its  members,  Na,mes  are  mentioned  in  the  case 
of  mtstanding  work,  and  each  person  strives  to  be  worthj/-  of  menti.ua  in  the  local 
newspaper. 
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The  question  of  a  club  name  coines’next.  Something  "catchy"  o.s  well  as 
typical  of  the  nature  of  the  club  should  be  chosen  by  the  members*  For  exan5)le, 

-we  call  our  club  the  "T7eedless  Garden  Club,"  *  Thi^blgives  each  member  aii  incentive 
to  hove  o-  v/eedless  garden,  ;  '  .  ' 

The  club  leader,  vshose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  the  dub  is  conducted  in  the 
proper  maamer,  holds  no  office,  and’ t'ok’es' no  real  part  in  the  meetings  unless  re¬ 
quested,  The  leader  is  chosen  by  the  members  and  in  nost  cases,  as  in  mine,  he 
■■•is  the  person  who  Starts  the  movement  for  the  formation  of  a  club.  This  is  not 
■  compulsory  however.  ■  '  ,  .  " 

Before' developing  a  club  program,  each  monber  selects  a  goal  for  the  year. 
For  instance,'  ’-ne'' garden  dub  member  may  raise  vegetables  for  esiaibiti-m  and 
prizes,  another  for  home  use,  another  to  sell,  and  so  on.  The  club  goal  may  be 
the  composite  goal  of  the  members,  althou^  we  regldy  pat  our  goal  in  the  nane  of 
the  cliib,  ,  ■  ' 

■jTe  worked  out  our  program  around  the  needs  and  desires  of  members,  tiying 
to  have  a  business  session,  checking  records,  subject-matter  talks,  and  demonstrar- 
tions,  and  recreation  at  each  meeting.  By  carefully  planning  a  program  :With  the 
members  they  can-  be  given  a  good  idea -of  the  yearns  work. 

''  -  The  socid  ’activi ties  of  a  club'are  also  icport ant, '  After  school  closed 
our  club  met  at 'the  homes  of  the  va.rious  members  to  see  what' each  was,  accompli  sh- 
ing.  At  the  end  of  the  business  meeting,  a  song  leader,  who  was  chosen  by  vote 
of- -the  club,-  conduct e'd  a  song  fest  to  which  we  always,  looked  forv/ard.  The  host 
usually  springs  a  little  surprise  in  the  way  of  a  treat  or  r  efreshments,.  and  every- 
on  e  go  e  s  home  happy , 

I  have  enjoyed  my  many  4-H  club  experiences,  especially  this  opportunity 
to  tell  you  my  ideas  about  organizing  a  4-H  club.  My  personal  e^erience  in  this 
•■'  Work,  as  a  member  and  leader,  convinces  me  that  any  boy  or  girl  entering  4~H  club 
work,  and  who  subscribed  to  our  National  motto  "To  Make  the  Best  Better", -is 
starting  on  th e  r i ^t '  road  to  good  citizensliip,  by  "dearer' thi hid. ng,  greater  ■. 
loyalty,  larger  service  and  better  li'ving  for  the  club,"  community  and  country," 


